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			Fritz VOLL (1930-2024)
		

		

				Obituary
			
We mourn the loss of Fritz Voll, the founder and architect of this website, who passed away in Toronto, Canada, in early February 2024 at the age of 93.
Born in 1930 in Naumburg an der Saale (Germany), he grew up in Nazi Germany and at the age of 8 saw the synagogue opposite his parents' house destroyed and burned down by Hitler's SA during Kristallnacht. Even as an adolescent, he wondered why church and Sunday school only ever talked about Jews of the Bible and never about Jews living today. After studying at theological schools in Denmark and England, he served as a youth leader in an Evangelical church in Germany for 25 years and emigrated to Canada in 1976 with his wife and three teenagers. In 1983 he became the Western Regional Director of the Canadian Council of Christians and Jews. Through his work he came into personal contact with Professors Paul van Buren, Lloyd Gaston, Clemens Thoma, Gerhard Bodendorfer and men like Dr. Hans-Hermann Henrix, Rabbi Dr. Pinchas Hayman, Dr. Allan Brockway, Dr. Eugene Fisher and many others who did fundamental theological work on the Jewish-Christian relationship.
These and other personalities made their own works available to him and encouraged him to publish them on the still young Internet. In 1994, already retired, he developed and founded this website: JCRelations.net. In the mid-1990s, thus, he created one of the first global platforms on the Internet dedicated exclusively to the relationship between Christians and Jews and to Christian-Jewish dialog. In the years that followed, he succeeded in effectively expanding the unique status of JCRelations.net by operating this platform in six languages with the help of volunteers: English, German, French, Portuguese, Spanish and Russian. Voll financed and maintained the website entirely from his own resources for almost six years. In 2000, he finally handed it over to the International Council of Christians and Jews and remained its webmaster until 2004.
As a deeply devout Christian, he was already deeply shaken at a young age by the anti-Judaic orientation of Christian theology and the two-thousand-year anti-Jewish history of the Christian churches, which he held partly responsible for the National Socialist crime against humanity of the extermination of the Jews, the Holocaust. Deeply convinced of the need for a fundamental revision of Christianity, which could only succeed through a consistent return to its Jewish roots, he almost single-handedly realized his vision of an international Christian-Jewish platform on the Internet. Added to this was a growing love for the Jewish people and their homeland, the State of Israel, which increasingly became the driving force behind his tireless commitment. His conception and founding of JCRelations.net was and is a Christian-Jewish pioneering act in the context of the Internet, whose current five-language form makes it a unique place of information and understanding between Christians and Jews to this day. In this way, Fritz Voll can be regarded as an unsung hero of Christian-Jewish dialogue, as a worker in the vineyard of the Lord, whose fruits are of inestimable value, whose achievement is, of course, far too little appreciated, but should remain unforgotten forever.
May his memory be a blessing - ז״ל
Dr. Christoph Muenz
 Editor in Chief
 JCRelations.net
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Interfaith Dialogue: Making Religion Part of Israel’s Middle East Peace
A Conversation with Rabbi Dr. Yakov Nagen.
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Roberto Cetera
Rabbis and scholars thank Pope for sowing friendship amidst animosity
In a letter to Pope Francis, a group of Rabbis and scholars of Jewish-Christian dialogue express gratitude to Pope Francis for his “outstretched hand…
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Raphael Jospe
"The Messiah Confrontation: Pharisees Versus Sadducees and the Death of Jesus"
A review essay.

 
THE MESSIAH CONFRONTATION:
PHARISEES VERSUS SADDUCEES AND THE DEATH OF JESUS
By Israel Knohl
English translation: David Maisel
Philadel…
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Yehoyada Amir
Israel as a Jewish State – Religious and Secular Dimensions
The Challenges of Jewish Secularization
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We extend an invitation to the Church to broaden the dialogue
February 12th, 2024 - Response to the Pope's letter, dated from 2 February 2024. 
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Archbishop Elpidophoros
Orthodox Church seeks God’s mercy and endeavors to strengthen its ties with the venerable tradition of Judaism
28 January 2024 - Address by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America on The National Day of Remembrance of the Greek Jewish Martyrs and Heros…
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Rabbis and scholars thank Pope for sowing friendship amidst animosity
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Yehoyada Amir
Israel as a Jewish State – Religious and Secular Dimensions
The Challenges of Jewish Secularization
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Julius H. Schoeps
Contemporary Philosophical and Ethical Fights over Jews, Judaism, and the State of Israel
In recent decades, Jews in Europe could hardly complain about a lack of public attention regarding Jewish history, culture, and especially Israel. In…
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Boris Havel
The Catholic Church, Jews, the Shoah and the State of Israel. 
Interpretations and responses.
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Professor of Apocalypse
Jerry Z. Muller:
 Professor of Apocalypse. The Many Lives of Jacob Taubes.
 Princeton University Press 2022. 
656 Pages, Hardcover. $39.95
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Jacob’s Younger Brother: Christian-Jewish Relations after Vatican II
Karma Ben-Johanan:
Jacob’s Younger Brother: Christian-Jewish Relations after Vatican II
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2022, hardcover, 352 pp, $…
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The Salvation of Israel
Jeremy Cohen:
The Salvation of Israel:
Jews in Christian Eschatology from Paul to the Puritans
Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2022,
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Anette Adelmann, ICCJ General Secretary
Call for Workshop Proposals: ICCJ Conference 2024
The ICCJ invites proposals for workshops for its 2024 annual conference to be held in Salzburg/Austria, June 23-26 on the topic "'Be holy, because I,…
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Anette Adelmann, ICCJ General Secretary
ICCJ 2024 Conference in Salzburg / Austria
Preparations for ICCJ's 2024 annual conference to be held in Salzburg/Austria, June 23-26, are under way. The theme of the conference is "'Be holy,…
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Conference of European Rabbis
French President Emmanuel Macron received the Rabbi Lord Jakobovits Prize of European Jewry
7 December 2023. The Conference of European Rabbis (CER) bestowed its highest award, the Rabbi Lord Jakobovits Prize of European Jewry, upon French…
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Joseph Tulloch and Stefanie Stahlhofen
Pope Francis meets with delegation from US Holocaust Museum
25 Oct. 2023 - A representative of the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC says that Pope Francis’ decision to open the Vatican Archives is…
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Rabbi Riccardo Shmuel Di Segni
“O mortal, can these bones live?” (Ezekiel 37,3)
Address given on the occasion of the  35th Day of Dialogue between Catholics and Jews, 17 January 2024, Rome, Pontifical Gregorian University. 
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Abraham Skorka
“The Lord gave strength to his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace.”
In Februar 2018 approximately 1,000 scholars, activists, decision makers and influencers met in Vienna at the conference “An End to Antisemitism!” The…
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Liliane Apotheker
Dialogue must go on
This message is for all of you who have been active in Jewish Christian dialogue and in Three Faiths initiatives for many years.

			Read more
		


	
		
				Observations & Experiences
			
	

					01.11.2023
					



Robert W. Coughlin
My Jewish Connections
Joseph Epstein recently gave himself the sobriquet of pious Jewish agnostic and explained his pride as a member of a “club… whose members have…
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Philip C. Almond 
 Who wrote the Bible?
The Bible tells an overall story about the history of the world: creation, fall, redemption and God’s Last Judgement of the living and the dead.
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Jerimiah Richardson
Broken Roots. What Happens When We Don’t Know Jesus’s Jewish Context
On the 16th of October, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, the highest-ranking Catholic Church clergyman in the Israel region, made an offer that shocked the…
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Lutheran World Federation
Hope for the Future - A Study Document for Renewing Jewish-Christian Relations
This study document is intended as an educational resource and reflection tool to stimulate a renewal of Jewish-Christian relations in the various LWF…
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Gervase Vernon
Jews and Christians; becoming friends: A five-week scripture study course
This booklet is a five-week scripture study course. It is based on a course on Christianity and Judaism given alongside Stan Keller, the chairman of…
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ICCJ-Statement: In Solidarity With Israel
10.10.2023 - A few days ago, on Shabbat morning and on the onset of Simchat Torah which was supposed to be a day of peace and joy, Israel experienced…

			Read more
		


	
		
				Christian-Jewish
			
	

					01.06.2023
					




Jewish and Catholic Approaches to the terminally ill: The Prohibited, the Permitted and the Obligatory
12.05.2023 - Joint Statement of the 17th Bilateral Commission of the Delegations of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel and the Holy See’s Commission for…
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Council of Centers on Jewish-Christian Relations (CCJR)
A National Reckoning of the Soul
A Call to the Churches of the United States to Confront the Crisis of Antisemitism
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Fight Antisemitism, Protect Jewish Life - Declaration on the 80th Anniversary of the Wannsee Conference
On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the Wannsee Conference, influential representatives of Protestant churches and Jewish associations from…
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We extend an invitation to the Church to broaden the dialogue
February 12th, 2024 - Response to the Pope's letter, dated from 2 February 2024. 
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An open letter to His Holiness, Pope Francis, and to the Faithful of the Catholic Church
November 12th, 2023
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The Conference of European Rabbis and The Rabbinical Council of America
Between Jerusalem and Rome - כלל ופרט בין ירושלים לרומי
The Shared Universal and the Respected Particular. Reflections on 50 Years of Nostra Aetate.
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To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven: Toward a Partnership between Jews and Christians
After nearly two millennia of mutual hostility and alienation, we Orthodox Rabbis who lead communities, institutions and seminaries in Israel, the…
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Pope Francis
My heart is close to you, to the Holy Land, to all the peoples who inhabit it, Israelis and Palestinians
Vatican City, 2 February 2024 - Letter of the Holy Father to Jewish brothers and sisters in Israel.
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Pope Francis
"Not weapons, not terrorism, not war, but compassion, justice and dialogue are the fitting means for building peace"
Address of His Holiness to a Delegation of the Conference of European Rabbis, 6 November 2023.
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Walking Together: Catholics with Jews in the Australian Context
Launched by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, March 2023.
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Pope Francis
Helping Jews and Christians to rediscover themselves as brothers, children of the same Father
Address of His Holiness to Members of "Amitié Judéo-Chrétienne de France", Consistory Hall, Monday, 12 December 2022.
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Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld
"Caring for the world between us" - Greetings for the ICCJ 2023 Conference
In her welcome address, Rabbi Anisfeld hoped that the ICCJ 2023 Conference would inspire us to renew our commitment to caring for the "world between…
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Amy-Jill Levine
Understanding Jesus means understanding Judaism
In 2021, the Deutsche Bibel Gesellschaft published Das Neue Testament - jüdisch Erklärt,[1]  the German translation of The Jewish Annotated New…
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Harry J. Sinnaghel
‘They Beheld God, and They Ate and Drank’
A Theological Reflection on Exodus 24:11 from the Perspective of the Dialogue between Judaism and Christianity.
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Ervin Budiselić
The Importance of the Jewishness of Jesus for Interpreting the Gospels
In the first part of the paper, we will address certain theological and historical reasons for the exclusion of the Jewishness of Jesus from both…
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 John T. Pawlikowski
The People of Israel, the Land of Israel and the State of Israel: A Constructive Response
It is indeed a personal pleasure to respond to Fr. Neuhaus’ excellent lecture; our acquaintance goes back many years. I always have appreciated the…
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David M. Neuhaus, S.J.
The People of Israel, the Land of Israel, and the State of Israel
In 1994, the Holy See signed an agreement with the State of Israel, establishing diplomatic relations. What is the position of the Catholic Church…
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Ephraim Meir
The Non-Violent Liberation Theologies of Abraham Joshua Heschel and Mahatma Gandhi 
This article explores how Gandhi and Heschel developed a liberation theology that was rooted in their religious praxis, which implied an active,…
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David M. Neuhaus
Salvation and the Jews
In Jesus’s exchange with the Samaritan woman in the Gospel of John, he tells her that “salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:22). Scripture affirms that…
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The elderly in contemporary society and their protection  
Declaration of the Abrahamic Religions, Buenos Aires, Monday, August 28, 2023.
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No one is saved alone
 Final communique at the International Meeting of Prayer for Peace between the large world religions, October 20, 2020, Rome.
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Religions for Peace* / ACT Alliance*
Urgent Action Needed to Prevent COVID-19
March 25th, 2020. The COVID-19 virus presents the entire world with a series of humanitarian, financial, social and political challenges, which do not…

			Read more
		


	
		
				Interreligious
			
	

					01.09.2019
					



Religions for Peace
Declaration of the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace
Lindau, Germany, 23 August 2019
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