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In June of 1996 the Southern Baptist Convention adopted a resolution affirming the
Convention&#39;s commitment to evangelize Jews. In response the NY bishops issued a
statement affirming the commitment of their communions to Jewish-Christian Dialogue.

Two Different Statements on “Jewish Evangelism”

In June of 1996 the Southern Baptist Convention adopted a resolution affirming the Convention"s
commitment to evangelization of the Jewish people. In response, New York bishops of the
Lutheran, Episcopal, and Roman Catholic Churches issued a statement affirming the commitment
of their communions to Jewish-Christian Dialogue.

RESOLUTION ON JEWISH EVANGELISM

Southern Baptist Convention, June 11-13, 1996

WHEREAS, Jesus commanded that "repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (Lk. 24:47); and

WHEREAS, Our evangelistic efforts have largely neglected the Jewish people, both at home and
abroad; and

WHEREAS, We are indebted to the Jewish people, through whom we have received the Scriptures
and our Savior, the Messiah of Israel, and "they are beloved for the sake of the fathers" (Rom.
11:28, b); and

WHEREAS, There has been an organized effort on the part of some either to deny that Jewish
people need to come to their Messiah, Jesus, to be saved; or to claim, for whatever reason, that
Christians have neither right nor obligation to proclaim the gospel to the Jewish people; and

WHEREAS, There is evidence of a growing responsiveness among the Jewish people in some
areas of our nation and our world; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in New
Orleans, Louisiana, June 11-13, 1996, reaffirm that we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
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Greek (Rom. 1 :16); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we recommit ourselves to prayer, especially for the salvation
of the Jewish people as well as for the salvation of "every kindred and tongue and people and
nation" (Rev. 5:9; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That we direct our energies and resources toward the proclamation
of the gospel to the Jewish people. 
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