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Insights and Issues in the ongoing Jewish-Christian Dialogue
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Issued at Strasbourg on 22 April 2001
by the Conference of European Churches

and the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences*

(excerpt)

10. Strengthening community with Judaism

We are bound up in a uniqgue community with the people Israel, the people of the Covenant which
God has never terminated. Our faith teaches us that our Jewish sisters and brothers "are beloved,
for the sake of their ancestors; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom 11.28-29).
And "to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship and
the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the
Messiah" (Rom 9.4-5).

We deplore and condemn all manifestations of anti-Semitism, all outbreaks of hatred and
persecutions. We ask God for forgiveness for anti-Jewish attitudes among Christians, and we ask
our Jewish sisters and brothers for reconciliation.

It is urgently necessary, in the worship and teaching, doctrine and life of our churches, to raise
awareness of the deep bond existing between the Christian faith and Judaism, and to support
Christian-Jewish co-operation.

We commit ourselves
¢ to oppose all forms of anti-Semitism and anti-Judaism in the church and in society;

¢ to seek and intensify dialogue with our Jewish sisters and brothers at all levels.

To the Conference of European Churches (CEC) belong almost all Orthodox, Protestant, Anglican,
Old-Catholic and independent churches in Europe. In the Council of European Bishops"
Conferences (CCEE) are represented all Roman Catholic Bishops" Conferences in Europe.
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